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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Massachusetts. Special Commission on the Performing and Visual Arts. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 29 
Extent: 2 boxes (3 linear feet) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Special Commission on the Performing 
and Visual Arts Records. State Library of Massachusetts Special Collections. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Provenance: Received from Ruth E. Nelson, January, 1988. 
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Marc Widershien, 1988. Updated by Abigail Cramer, 
March, 2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents the activities of the Special Commission during their 
investigation of funding the performing and visual arts in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
The collection contains materials relating to both the Special Commission on the Performing and 
Visual Arts and the Massachusetts Arts Lottery Council.  It includes correspondence, memos, 
press releases, and reports, as well as legislative history and names of members of the Special 
Commission.  There is information relating to hearings (including transcripts), questionnaires, 
reports on the state of the arts in Massachusetts, statistics from similar programs all over 
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America, and a report issued by the Commission.  Also included are newspaper clippings, 
photographs of the Commission, and publications and auditor’s reports of the Massachusetts Arts 
Lottery Council. 
 
HISTORICAL NOTE 
The Special Commission on the Performing Arts was created by Chapter 63 of the Resolves of 
1973.  Its scope was expanded to include visual arts by Chapter 13 of the Resolves of 1979.  
Members of the Commission, appointed by the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the 
House, and the Governor, were Senator William M. Bulger (Senate Chair), Senator Chester A. 
Atkins, Senator Peter C. Webber, Representative Thomas W. McGee (House Chair), 
Representative James G. Collins, Representative Vincent J. Piro, Representative Robert B. 
Ambler, Representative Charles N. Decas, Joseph E. Hill, Don Law, and William J. McCarthy.  A 
complete list of the Special Commission members can be found in Box 2, Report of the Special 
Commission, pages 2 and 3. 
 
The Special Commission’s purpose was to “make an investigation and study relative to the 
feasibility of providing financial assistance by the Commonwealth to sustain and expand the 
performing arts in Massachusetts” and to “consider the subject matter of the visual arts in 
Massachusetts.”  The Special Commission was reappointed for one-year terms from 1974 to 
1979.  In 1979, it was reappointed for five years, until 1984.  The Special Commission’s final 
report noted that “the use of a lottery for raising funds for the performing arts was proposed by 
Walter Brandt in 1975 at the first public hearing.”  Walter Brandt, a professor at the International 
Marketing Institute, believed that lotteries could be successful in America, citing the New South 
Wales program to build an opera house in Sydney, Australia ($140 million was raised through a 
lottery). 
 
The Arts Lottery was a product of many years of work.  Its origin can be traced in part to August 
Heckscher, the Special Consultant on the Arts to President Kennedy. Studies were undertaken 
including some in foreign countries.  The first arts lottery bill was filed by William Bulger and 
others in 1977.  In 1979, the Arts Lottery Bill passed and was signed into law by Governor 
Edward King as Chapter 790 of the Acts of 1979.  
 
The Arts Lottery Council is ongoing and consists of five members appointed by the Governor.  
The Council is responsible for overseeing the disbursement of revenue from the State Arts 
Lottery Fund to regional and local arts councils.  The funding for the Arts Lottery is provided by 
the Massachusetts State Lottery Commission from revenues raised by the Megabucks games. By 
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1984, the Arts Lottery was able to distribute three million dollars each year to be “divided among 
342 local arts lottery councils.” 
 
The Special Commission put forward many ideas, foremost of which were programs in the public 
schools, a fine arts endowment fund, and Arts in Education.  The Commission’s final report from 
1984 also details the history of government funding for the arts. The Commission completed its 
work January 24, 1984. 
 
Jacqueline O’Reilly was the first chairperson of the Special Commission of the Performing Arts 
and Directory of the Special Commission of the Performing and Visual Arts.  She also served as 
the chairperson of the Arts Lottery Council from 1980 to April 1, 1985. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The papers are arranged in six series as follows: 
 
Series I: Administrative Records, 1974-1984 
Series II: Surveys, Questionnaires, Reports, 1979-1984 
Series III: Finance Materials, 1977-1981 
Series IV: Miscellaneous, 1976-1986 
Series V: Memorabilia, 1980-1984 
Series VI: Report of the Special Commission, 1963-1986 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
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Immediate Source of Acquisition 
The Special Collections Department received this collection from Ruth E. Nelson in January, 
1988. Ruth E. Nelson served the Commission as Executive Secretary, 1976-1979; Administrative 
Assistant, 1981-1983; and Research Director and Assistant Director, 1983-1984. 
 
Series Description and Container List 
 
Series I: Administrative Records, 1974-1984  
Scope and Content 
 This series consists of the administrative records of the Special Commission, including 
correspondence, memorandums, releases, budget information, legislative bills, member 
information, meeting minutes, annual reports, and information about the Massachusetts Arts 
Lottery Council. 
Arrangement 
Materials are arranged in their original order. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 1-18  Correspondence 1975-1985 
1 19 Memos 1974-1984 
1 20 Releases  1976-1980 
1 21 Budget Materials 1979-1985 
1 22-23  Bills affecting the arts 1979-1986 
1 24 Special Commission personnel undated 
Resumes of Commission Members undated 
Duties of the Administrative Secretary undated 
Confirmation Appointments undated 
1 25 Special Commission: Executive Director's Report, 
"Towards a Cultural Policy" by Max Friedli 
1976 
Plan of Action 1977-1978 
Statement by David O. Ives March 7, 1980 
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1 26 Fact Sheet prepared by Ruth E. Nelson undated 
Excerpts of minutes of the Special Commission undated 
Establishment of Massachusetts Arts Lottery Council undated 
Arts Lottery Proposal undated 
1 27 Arts Lottery Blue Ribbon Committee, Arts Day in 
Massachusetts 
undated 
Members undated 
Reports of Meetings Dec.14, 1978, 
January 11, 1979 
1 28 Annual Reports, Massachusetts State Lottery 
Commission 
1979 
1 29 History of Lotteries undated 
Arts Lottery Legislative History undated 
1 30 Guidelines, Massachusetts Arts Lottery Council undated 
1 31 Purposes and Procedures, Massachusetts Arts 
Lottery Advisory Committee 
undated 
1 32 Arts Lottery Distribution 1983-1986 
  Grants Given to Libraries by Arts Lottery Council 1982 
 
Series II: Surveys, Questionnaires, Reports, 1979-1984  
Scope and Content 
This series includes a survey of arts education in the United States, a survey of Massachusetts 
legislators’ opinions about funding the arts, and a report on the Arts Lottery. 
Arrangement 
Materials are arranged chronologically. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 33  Summary of the results of a national survey of arts 
education, “State of the Arts in the States” 
undated 
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1 34-35 Survey of Massachusetts Legislators, “Attitudes Toward 
Government Funding for the Arts sponsored by Public 
Action for the Arts” 
1979 
1 36 Kirwan report, "The Mass. Arts Lottery: An Examination of its 
Role in State Arts Policy" 
1984 
 
Series III: Finance Materials, 1977-1981  
Scope and Content 
This series includes funding information, information about the Task Force on Public Financing, 
and proposals for collaborations between businesses and the arts in Massachusetts. 
Arrangement 
Materials are in their original order. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 37 Awards to Institutions of National or State-Wide Impact, 
FY81 
1981 
1 38 Task Force on Public Financing of the Arts and Humanities 
in Massachusetts 
undated 
1 39 Local projects Funding Announcement and List, Financial 
Assistance Program  
July, 1977 
Local Projects Program, FY78 1978 
Funding Announcement (Massachusetts Council on the Arts 
and Humanities) 
July, 1980 
1 40 Proposals for Business and the Arts in Massachusetts and 
Related Materials  
1981 
 
Series IV: Miscellaneous, 1976-1986  
Scope and Content 
This series includes information about the Arts Council Network, reports and publications from the 
Massachusetts Council on the Arts and Humanities, photographs from arts-related events, and 
newspaper clippings. 
Arrangement 
Materials are arranged in their original order. 
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Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 41 Arts in Education 1980s 
1 42 "Community Arts Agencies: an Overview," Massachusetts 
Council on the Arts and Humanities 
May, 1980 
1 43 "Planning for the Eighties: Working Conference," 
Massachusetts Council on the Arts and Humanities 
1981 
1 44 Arts Council Network December 
17, 1986 
1 45 Lists of States Which Submitted Arts Council Material undated 
Addresses of State Arts Agencies with Directories and 
Chairmen 
undated 
1 46 Report on the Examination of the Accounts of the Council 
on the Arts and Humanities, December 4, 1974 to May 
14, 1979 
1979 
1 47 Report on the Examination of the Accounts of the Council 
on the Arts and Humanities, July 1, 1978 to June 30, 
1981 
1981 
1 48 State Auditor's Report on the Activities of the 
Massachusetts Council on the Arts and Humanities, July 
1, 1981 to June 30, 1983 
1983 
State Auditor's Report on the Activities of the Mass. Arts 
Lottery Council, Inception to June 30, 1983 
1980 
1 49 Photograph: John Finnegan (right) and Robert Brustein 
(left) 
undated 
Robert Crane (right), State Treasurer, with unidentified 
singing group 
undated 
Arts Day in Massachusetts 1979 
Signing of the Arts Lottery Bill 1979 
1 50-58 Newspaper Clippings 1976-1983 
 
 State Library of Massachusetts – Special Collections Department 
Guide to Ms. Coll. 29 – Special Commission on Performing and Visual Arts Records 
Page 8 of 10 
Series V: Memorabilia, 1980-1984  
Scope and Content 
This series includes memorabilia from the Massachusetts Arts Lottery Council and various arts 
conferences, one audio tape of a public hearing on the arts, and one video cassette of a news 
broadcast addressing arts patronage. 
Arrangement 
Materials are arranged in their original order. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 59 Massachusetts Arts Lottery Council undated 
1 60 The Arts Lottery (various materials with a memo from 
Jacqueline D. O'Reilly and Max Friedli)  
August 22,1980 
1 61 The Arts Lottery, "Guidelines for Official Arts Councils 
Administering Massachusetts Arts Lottery Funds" 
undated 
1 62 Memorabilia, Fine Arts at the University of 
Massachusetts 
undated 
1A 63 Materials from "You gotta have arts!" WBZ – TV Public 
Service Campaign 
1981-1982 
1A 64 Material from the Arts Lottery Council Conference, 
Haverhill 
1982 
1A 65 Material concerning the Meeting of Arts, Tourism & 
Cultural Resources Committee, National Conference 
of State Legislatures, Boston 
March, 1983 
1A 66 Material concerning the 10th Annual meeting, National 
Conference of State Legislatures, Boston 
July 23-27,1984 
1A Audio Cassette Tape: Public Action for the Performing Arts, Public 
Hearing on the State of the Performing Arts, Gardner Auditorium, 
State House 
December 8, 
198? 
1A Video Cassette Tape: Arts Patronage. 10 O'clock News, WGBH-
TV, Channel 2, Boston 
June 18, 1984 
 
Series VI: Report of the Special Commission, 1963-1986  
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Scope and Content 
This series includes the final report of the Special Commission and documents which are cited in 
the report (called “Exhibits”).  
Arrangement 
This series is arranged with the report first followed by the exhibits in the order in which they were 
cited in the report. 
 
Box # Title Date 
2 Report of the Special Commission on the Performing and Visual 
Arts 
January 25, 1986 
Box # Exhibit Title Date 
2 A August Heckscher's letter of resignation to President 
Kennedy and Kennedy's reply, bibliography 
 May 29, 1963 
2 B "The Arts and the National Government” undated 
2 C Special Commission Interim report on public hearing 
on the state of the arts in Massachusetts, by Max 
Friedli 
January 5, 1976 
2 D Report on Public Subsidy of the Arts in Europe March, 1977 
2 E Public hearing before the Special Commission, 
"Government and the Arts" 
December 7, 
1976 
2 F Highlights of hearing, edited by Joseph Hill and Max 
Friedli 
December 7, 
1976 
2 G Executive Director's Report, "Toward a Cultural 
Policy" by Max Friedli 
1980 
2 H  Interim report of the Special Commission 
recommending "a lottery for the arts" 
August 13, 1977 
2 I Interim report of the Special Commission on the Arts December, 1977 
2 J "Legislators and the Arts in Massachusetts: A Survey 
of Attitudes Towards Arts Funding," by Linda J. 
Popky, Coordinator, sponsored by Public Action for 
the Arts 
undated 
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2 K Massachusetts Council on the Arts and Humanities, 
"Public support for cultural institutions of statewide 
significance: A preliminary identification of the issues" 
December, 1979 
2 L Interim Report of the Special Commission January 31, 1980 
2 M Official Report of the Proceedings before the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Special 
Commission on the Performing Arts 
May 7, 1980 
2 N Task force on public financing of the arts and 
humanities in Massachusetts, Massachusetts Council 
on the Arts and Humanities 
1980 
2 O Interim report on Bentley College Survey  December, 1980 
2 P Report of survey of arts facilities in the 
Commonwealth 
June, 1981 
2 Q Arts Facilities Guidebook, Special Commission on the 
Performing and Visual Arts 
undated 
2 R Hearing of the Massachusetts Arts Lottery Council, 
verbatim  
April 12, 1983 
 
